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Fr Kelly’s Reading Lists 
 
 
Herbert Kelly was a voracious and catholic reader. During his time at Oxford he read extensively 
on a range of subjects far beyond his academic curriculum and he continued this practice for the 
rest of his life. In his diary for 1884, when he was working in his first parish, he lists ninety books 
that he read that year. As well as keeping lists of the books he read, he also made and kept copious 
notes on them. The SSM archives contains some 200 of these which provide a fascinating and 
revealing insight into the breath of his interests. For any researcher wishing to consider the 
influences on Kelly’s religious formation, and his teaching and writing, an examination of these 
will provide rich material.  
 
A list showing the range of Kelly’s interest for the whole of his life follows below. The notes were 
made largely for his own information – a good scholar’s way of interrogating and absorbing the 
material he is reading – and thus they rarely give dates although evidence in some of the notes may 
provide an indication. The full title, author’s and publisher’s details are also frequently lacking. 
There is, however, generally enough information for the diligent researcher to identify a work and, 
even if this is not the case, the titles alone provide a guide to the range of his interests, which 
included psychology, science, medicine, geography, history, philosophy and politics. Kelly also 
collected newspaper cuttings on a range of contemporary issues and book reviews.  
 
The dates given after a work are the date of publication (or republication), the dates in square 
brackets are the dates when Kelly was reading the book and making notes – where this is known.  
 
This is a selection of the material held in the SSM archive – for full details including reference 
numbers contact either: 
 

• The Institute for Anglican Religious Life: scholastica.jacob@stantonyspriory.org or 
• The Borthwick Institute borthwick-institute@york.ac.uk  

 
 
SSM/HK/RN Herbert Kelly’s Reading Notes 
 

Anthropology 

 Words and Places, Taylor 
 Early History, Tylor 
 Man and His Migrations, Latham 
 Misc. Etymology Notes 
 Antiquity of Man, A. Keith, 1915 
 
Art 

Queen of the Air, J. Ruskin, 1874 [1889] 
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Modern Painters, Vol III, J. Ruskin [1885] 
Proportions of Ingredients in Mixed Paints  
Notes on Building Construction 
 

 Bible 

  The Book of Judges, C.F. Burney, 1918 
 
Biography 

Life of F.D. Maurice [No attribution] 
Life of William Laud, W.F. Hode, 1875 
Life of Edward Henry Palmer, W. Besant, 1883 
Life of Dr Arnold, B. Fellowes, 7th Ed. 1852  
Bishop Hannington, E.C. Dawson, 1887 
Haroun Alrashid, E.H. Palmer, 1881 [1889] 

 Private Character of Queen Elizabeth, F. Chamberlin, 1921 
 Luther, Weiner, Tr. Rupp [1946] 
 
Current Affairs 

 Rome and Hitler, G.A. Borgese, 1944 [1946] 
 After-War Problems, W.H. Dawson (ed.), 1917 
 
Education 

 Education, H. Spencer, 1884 [1885] 
 State and Education, H Craike [1885] 

A Dream of Youth, M. Browne, 1919 
 Mental Tests, P.B. Ballard, 1920 
 
Geography 

News cuttings re. China and Morocco, The Times, 1884 
Dutch Guiana, W.J. Palgrave, 1876 [1885] 
Life in Corea, W.R. Caries, 1888  
Corea, Griffiths, 1882 

 
Health  

 Hygiene of the Vocal Organs, Sir Morell Mackenzie, 1889 
  

History 

 The Religious Life of Ancient Rome, J.B. Carter, 1912 
 Secret Societies of Ireland, Pollard, 1920 
 The Idea of History, Collingwood [1940] 
 The Russian Idea, Berdyaev, 1947 [1949] 
 Of Succession in Denmark, Church Quarterly, April 1891, p. 151 
 Treason and Plot, M. Hume, 1902 
 ‘America’, A. Doyle, Cambridge Modern History, Vol VII, 1904 
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 The Greatness and Decline of Rome, G. Ferrero, 1907 [Trans. Zimmern] 
The Inquisition: A critical and historical study of the coercive powers of the 
Church, E. Vacaudard, 1908 [Trans. B.L. Conway] 
Medieval Heresy and the Inquisition, A.S. Turbiville, 1920 

 
Literature 

Return of the Native, Thomas Hardy 1878 [1884] 
News cutting of article on Beowulf, The Times, 1885 
Maxim Gorky on Tolstoy 
 

 Liturgy 

       Notes taken in 1922: 
Primitive Forms of Consecration, W.C. Bishop, Church Quarterly Review, Vol 
LXVI, 1908 
Liturgica Historica, E. Bishop, 1918  
The Mozarabic Breviary, W.C. Bishop, Church Quarterly Review, Vol LXXII, 
1911 
Structure of Early Liturgy, Bindley, Theology II, 1921 
Offices of Baptism and Confirmation, T. Thompson, 1914 

  
Military and Naval 

News cuttings re. military and naval affairs, The Times, 1888 
Queen's Ships 
Belgian Army 
Victoria Army 

  Evolution of Naval Armament, F.L. Robertson, 1921 
 
 Philosophy 

Plato and Aristotle, G.H. Lewes, 1885 
Nichomachean Ethics, Aristotle, ed. Moore, 
Menon, Plato, 1886 
Pragmatism, William James, 1907. Notes made 1909 
Humanism: Philosophical Essays, F. Schiller, 1903. Notes made 1910 
Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Berkeley. Notes made 1910 
Prolegomena to Ethics, T.H. Green, 1884. Notes made 1911 
Neo-Scholasticism, ed. Mercier, 1917 [notes taken 1922] 
Prolegomena to Metaphysic, Kant, 1889 [Trans. Mahaffy & Barnaud] 
Philosophy and Religion, Hastings Rashdall, 1910 
Modern Rationalism and its Biographies, H. Lewis, 1913 
Descartes, Mellone, 1930 

 
Politics 

 News cuttings re. parliamentary government, The Times, 1884  
 Central Government [English Citizen Series], H. Traill 
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Poor Law [English Citizen Series], J.W. Fowle 
The State in relation to Labour [English Citizen Series], W.S. Jevons [1885] 
On Liberty, J.S. Mill, 1880 [1885] 
Two news cuttings re. social questions, The Times 1884 & 1885  
News cutting re. Women in Australia, The Guardian 1888 

 
Psychology 

  Suggestion and Auto-suggestion, Baudouin, 1921 
Psychology of Suggestion, Boris Sidis, 1898 [This notebook also contains some 
notes on The Unconscious Mind by A.T. Schofield] 
Psychotherapy, Batchelor, 1916 
The New Psychology, A.G. Tansley, 1922 

 
Science and Nature  

 Tornado Freaks [unattributed news cutting] 
 Pioneers of Science, O. Lodge, 1918 [notes taken 1922] 
 Nature Study, Patton [1928] 
 Seven Doubts of a Biologist, S. McDowall, 1911 
 Relativity – Special & General, Albert Einstein, 1920 

 
 Religion and Theology 

  Canon Law 
Complete Manual of Canon Law, Reichel 
Catholicity, Anglican and Roman  
The Church of England and Episcopacy, G.J. Mason, 1914 [1923] 

  The Nature of Catholicity, Daniel Jenkins, 1941 [1944] 
The Holy Catholic Church: The Communion of Saints, H.B. Swete, 1916 

  The Catholic Movement in the Church of England, Wilfred L. Knox, 1923 
 
  Christology 

The Person of Christ, Dorner 
  A Study in Christology, Herbert Relton, 1917 [1918] 
  The Fulness of Christ, Frank Weston, 1916 [1918] 
  God with us (The meaning of the Tabernacle), Frank Weston, 1918 
  Passion and Exaltation of Christ, F.J. Hall, 1918 
   

Church History 
  Introduction to the History of Religion, 1902 
  Religion behind the Front and after the War, N.S.T. 1918 
  Church and State in the Middles Ages, A.L. Smith 
 

Church, War & Society 
  The Church in the Furnace, F.B. MacNutt (ed.), 1918 
  The Teaching Office of the Church, First A.B. Committee, 1918 
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  Doctrine 
De Doctrina Christiana, S. Augustine, 1885 [1885] 

 
Monasticism & Religious Life 
‘Monastic Orders up to Date’, G. Saint Genix, in Contemporary Review, March 
1900, p.437. These notes also include: 
 ‘Sequel to 'Monastic Orders up to Date’, G. Saint Genix, Contemporary      
Review, April 1900, p. 579  
‘Fidelis: A Convert's experiences’, Contemporary Review, June 1900, p. 817 
Benedictine Monachism, Cuthbert Butler, 1919 
Nun of Kenmare [probably the autobiography by Mary Francis Cusack, 1888] 

 
  Moral Theology 
  The Vision of God, K. Kirk, 1931 
  Christian Ethic of War, P.T. Forsyth, 1916 
  Ideas of the Fall and Original Sin, N.P. Williams, 1927 
 

Philosophy of Religion 
God & Personality, C.C.J. Webb, 1924 

  Authority and Freedom, A.E.J. Rawlinson, 1924 
  Scala Mundi, A. Chandler, 1920 

The Idea of God, A.S. Pringle-Pattison, 1917 
Body and Soul, Percy Dearmer, 1912 
Group Theories of Religion and the Religion of the Individual, C.J. Webb, 1916 
The Religious State, Fr. Suarez SJ [Trans. G. Humphrey], 1884 

 
Sacraments 
The Sacrament of Penance, H.V. Whelpton, 1917   

  Reservation, Gore & Watts Ditchfield, 1917 
Anglican Theory of the Eucharist, Catholic Doctrine of Holy Eucharist, G.   
Trevor, 1876 

  Le Culte du Saint Sacrement, C. Cordonnier, 1923 
  Real Presence, Newman's Reply to Dr Fausset, 1838 
  The Doctrine of Sacrifice, F.D. Maurice, 1854 

‘The Holy Eucharist: An historical enquiry’, Church Quarterly Review, Vol LII, 
July 1901 
Holy Eucharist, Hedley, 1907 
The Sacrament Reserved, W.H. Freestone, 1917 & The Reserved Sacrament, 
Darwell Stone, 1917 
Forgiveness of Sins, H.B. Swete, 1917 

 
  Sermons and Lectures  
  Bishop Butler's Sermons, 1729 [Abstracts with comments] 
  Lectures on Christian Character, F.L. Strong, 1923 
  Lectures on the Incarnation of God, E.L. Strong, 1917 
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  Spiritual Reading 
  Christ, St. Francis and Today, G.G. Coulton, 1919 
  Spiritual Letters of S. Francis de Sales (Selected), 1895 [1924] 
  Dialogues St. Catherine of Sienna, 1896 
   

Theology – General 
   The Ritschlian Theology, A.E. Garvie, 1899 
  Institutes of Christian Religion, John Calvin, 1536, Trans. H. Baveridge 1845 
  Mens Creatrix, William Temple, 1917 [1918] 
  Summa Theologica, S. Thomas Aquinas [Various parts]   
 

Unity/Ecumenism 
Approaches towards Church Unity, Newman, Smyth & Williston Walker (eds.), 
1919 
‘Some Steps towards Reunion’, Lacey, Contemporary Review, March 1920, p. 370 

  La Robe san couture, Pierre Charles S.J. 1923 
The Price of Unity, B.W. Maturin, 1915 
Unity and Schism, T.A. Lacey, 1917 
The Agony of the Church, N. Velimirovic, 1917 
 

Other faiths and Philosophies 

  Hinduism (no details) 
  Theism and Humanism, A. J. Balfour, 1915 
  The Purpose of Theosophy, A.P. Sinnett, 1885 
  Buddhism, Primitive and Present, Copleston, 1892 
  Illuminism, Mrs. Webster, July 1920, p. 96 

Dictionary of Religion & Ethics, Hastings [Notes from articles on Faith, Egyptian 
Religion, O.T. Chronology, and Buddhism] 

 
Notebooks 
 
 A Notebook containing reviews of modern books, 1900–1911 includes: 

Some Modern Views on Naturalism, F.R. Tennant et al. 
Religion of Semites, Robertson Smith, 1906 
Some Dogmas of Religion, E. McTaggart, 1906 
Problems of Philosophy, Hoffding, 1905 
Christian Origins, Pfleiderer, 1907 
Variation, Heredity and Evolution, R.H. Lock, 1906 
Psychology, Miss Brackenbury, 1907 
Hegel’s Logic, J.B.Baillie, 1901 
Essay on Personality as a Philosophical Principle, W. Richmond, 1900 
Mystical Element in Religion (in Catherine of Sienna), Von Hugel, 1909 
Lex Credendi, George Tyrrell 1906 [1911] 
What is Christianity? Adolf Harnack 1899-1900, 3rd Ed. [Trans. 1904] 
Christianity at the Cross-Roads, George Tyrrell, 1909 
The Gods of Egypt, Flinders Petrie 
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 A Notebook of Miscellaneous Reading Notes 1909–1912 includes: 

The Decay of the Church of Rome, J. McCabe, 1909 
Faith and Modem Thought, W. Temple, 1910 
Churchmanship, Micklem, 1912 
Life of Tyrrell, 1912 

 
 Two notebooks devoted to: 

Elements of Metaphysics, A.E. Taylor, 1903  
  

A Sociology Notebook 

Local Government, Ward 
Jurisprudence, T. E. Holland, 1896 
Essays in Jurisprudence and Ethics, Pollock, 1882 

 
Bible Notebooks made between 1911–14 

  The Book of Job, Gibson, 1899 
History of Hebrews (on Ezra and Nehemiah), Ottley, pp.221–229 
Ezra-Nehemiah, International Critical Commentary, L.W. Batten, 1914   
Haggai, International Critical Commentary, H.G. Mitchell, 1912 

 
 Ethics Notebook 

History of Ethics, H. Sidgwick, 2nd Ed. 1888, Notes made 1911 
Probabilism, C. Shebbeare, Church Quarterly Review, Vol LXXIV, July 1912 
Conduct and the Supernatural, L.S. Thornton, 1916 
Christian Ethics, T.B. Strong, 1896. Notes made 1918-1919 

 
 Great Thoughts for Daily Life 

A notebook with notes arranged under subject headings, with attributions of the 
various books, 1913-1932 & u.d. A compilation by Kelly [?] 
 

Other Miscellaneous Notes  

  Cur Deus Homo? S. Anselm (Scrap notes) 
  Lectures on Modern History – Acton 


